28o          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
and other crafts claim much of the leisure time of these
students, whom the excessive heat cuts off from sports or
violent exercise. All these arts are singularly helpful fo
the schools.
In spite of the fact that many girls enter college \vithonly
the rudimentary education of far-distant provinces, they
maintain a high standard in thek literary and dramatic
societies, and some of the past pupils write with ease and
distinction. The present headmistress of the College
Demonstration School, or Centre de ^.pUcacion^ has pub-
lished two well-written pieces of research work,1 and is
known for her literary gifts and especially for het
poetry.
The progress of the training college at San Pedro, ao^r
called the Institute Pedagogico National de Mujens since the
recent addition of a senior department for university
graduates training to teach in secondary schools, has been
encouraged by the founding of certain prizes such as the
Premio de Honor> which the college owes to the late Don
Javier Prado; the Premio de Pedagoga, presented by Dr. Per&
Figuerola; the Premio de Virtud> the gift of the Chinese
Legation.   But one of the most substantial helps received
by the nuns consists in the tactful and appreciative arrange-
ments which are made for them by university authorities,
who enable the members of the college staff to pursue thek
academic training and get all necessary qualifications with-
out breaking through thek own traditional mode of life.
Thanks to this kind help, degrees and doctorates have
been obtained by the nuns, who form practically the whole
staff of the college.   The standard of their work may be
1 La Ettsefattsp del CasteJlatto en la Eseuela Pretoria, Senorita Maria Villalva
QUva, 19*7, presented to the Consefo Naciauddt Etuenam&t and La Education d* Jos
St wdtten for tiw 6th Pan-American Congress on rfciM Education.